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When it comes to travel, hedonism is no bad
thing. From Africa to the Indian Ocean,
Jessica Basi unearths hotels laden with luxury

Lakshman Sagar

A

personal butler is probably a level of luxury you’re
unaccustomed to. After a few days at brand new villa
resort, The Residence, on Falhumaafushi Island in the
Maldives, you’ll wonder how you ever went without. Need a
babysitter? Craving a snack at 3am? A personal attendant is
on standby 24/7. With 23 dive sites along the Gaafu Alifu Atoll,
there’s ample opportunity to spy turtles, barracuda and white
tip sharks in clear, warm waters (theresidence.com).
Across the Indian Ocean and into the depths of Rajasthan sits
Lakshman Sagar, a 19th-century hunting lodge-cum-boutique
hotel. Once the homestead of the Thakur of Raipur, Sewara
Collection has returned the lodge to its original ‘fit for a Lord’
state. The 12 rooms are all stone-washed with splashes of
vibrant colour – with so few guests, there’s a good chance you’ll
see no one but the staff your entire stay. If you care to burst your
self-imposed bubble of seclusion, the hotel’s jeep safaris to
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Todgarh-Raoli wildlife sanctuary provide a rare opportunity
to see leopards and sloth bears in the wild (sewara.com).
Over to Southeast Asia, where grass-roofed, eco-friendly
Mia Resort has sprung up in Vietnam’s Khánh Hòa province.
The infinity pool and yoga lessons are designed with serenity
in mind, but if you get restless, hit the kitchen for a lesson in
Vietnamese cuisine – they do an exceptional barbecued pork
roll. Lesson over, try a signature mojito made with ginger, lychee
and lemongrass in the pool bar (mianhatrang.com).
Back in the northern hemisphere, recently opened Mosaic
Palais Aziza, in Marrakech, captures the regal decadence of
an ancient Moroccan palace. Set amidst five acres of gardens,
its decor is influenced by traditional Moorish tastes with dark
carved beams and copper artwork. With this level of grandeur
a top-rate spa is expected, but a ‘four hands massage’ on your
balcony is a whole new level of lovely (mosaicpalaisaziza.com).

Diary
usa
It’s all about the food
and music. Held
on 18 November,
Po-Boy Festival
in New Orleans
celebrates the
‘Po-Boy’ – a seafood
and Creole mustard
sandwich – and the
place it was created.
poboyfest.com

england
Join the thousands
lining London’s
streets on 10
November for
The Lord Mayor’s
Show, a threemile procession of
more than 6,000
street performers,
plus fireworks.
lordmayorsshow.org

india
The world’s largest
camel fair (yes, there’s
more than one) is on
20-28 November in
Pushkar, Rajasthan.
Over 50,000 camels
and trainers attend
a week-long carnival
of music, snakecharming and magic.
rajasthantourism.gov.in

France
The Envies
Culinaires, on 8-11
November, is a
three-day food fest
in Lille Grand Palais,
exhibiting some
of the best chefs,
ingredients and
recipes in French
cuisine. enviesculinaires.com

Barbados
Cook with wine and
down rum by the
glass at the Barbados
Food, Wine and Rum
Festival on 16-19
November. Don’t miss
the Sunday Bajan
Fiesta where crowds
dance around Lion
Castle in St Thomas.
foodwinerum.com
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